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RECENT BOOKS OF FIRST INTEREST - Suggested by Florence Boochever, 
Book Information Section 


Recommendations: *® for smallest libraries; 
Y for young people; P for prisons; R for 
reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


"Beebe, L.M., & Clegg, Charles. U.S. West, the saga of Wells Fargo. 
Dutton. $7.50. 
Concerned with "the color and texture of the old Far West as a back- 
drop for the activities of the most celebrated of all banking and 
express services." An engrossing chronicle of Wells Fargo, with 
maps and many historically interesting photographs. Chronology ,bib- 
liography, index. 385 


YP “Bush, Vannevar. Modern arms and free men; a discussion of the role 

RE of science in preserving democracy. Simon & Schuster. $3.50. 
Important, direct exploration of "the nature of the democratic pro- 
cess and what the applications of science hold in store for us all." 
Readable and optimistic contribution by the wartime head of the 
Office of Scientific Research and Development. Index. 355 


PR “Carnahan, Ann. The Vatican; behind the scenes in the Holy City; 

H with photographs by David Seymour. Farrar. $4. 
For ten weeks, from early morning until late at night, the author 
and photographer of this handsome book lived in the Vatican City 
and now disclose to the reader, with the sanction of Vatican author 
ities, interesting facts about Pope Pius XII and the daily life of 
the people in his little state. Maps and 150 new photographs. ast 

5. 


PR “Clemens, S.L. (Mark Twain, pseud.) The love letters of Mark Twain; 
H ed. by Dixon Wecter. Harper. $5. 
Besides revealing hitherto unknown phases of Mark Twain's complex 
Personality, his letters to Olivia Iangdon reflect the rare and 
happy companionship between the impulsive, roving humorist and his 
reserved, conventional wife. List of persons mentioned, check list. 
B or 92 


YP "Duggan, leurence. The Americas; the search for hemisphere security. 
RH Holt. $3. 
The former director of the Institute of International Education 
briefly and candidly evaluates leading trends in our relations with 
Latin America and suggests a workable program for the future. Map. 
Synopsis of inter-American conferences, 1826-1948, in appendix, in- 
dex. 341.18 
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YP “Eaton, A.H. Handicrafts of New England. Harper. $5. 

RE Fascinating, comprehensive study of the "place of handicrafts in 
the economy and culture of the people of New England," based on the 
author's visits to individual craftsmen, fairs and exhibitions. . 

745 


Y “Elkins, Frank, & Harper, Frank. World ski book. Longmans. $5. 
This inviting compilation includes authentic information on the 
history and different systems of skiing and also a detailed ski 
guide for the entire world. Quarto, with many photographs. 796.9 

Y “Where to ski, by Joan and David Iandman (Houghton. -50. 796.9) 
is a comprehensive, breezily written ski guide to the United States 
and Canada, giving factual data on where to stay, the cost and how 
to get there. Maps and "ski trip selectors," showing methods of 
travel. Index. 


*Funk & Wagnalls standard dictionary of folklore, mythology and leg- 
end; v.13 A - I; ed. by Maria Leach and Jerome Fried. Funk. $7.50. 
Representing the folk heritage of the world is this richly author- 
itative, alphabetically arranged compendium, dealing with gods, 
heroes, witches, animals, ballads, folk belief etc. V.2 will appear 
in 1950 and the index will be published as a separate volume. 38398 


fa tg 


i 


Godden, Rumer. In Noah's ark. Viking. $2.50. 

How milk-white, winged Pegasus enters Noah's ark alone and disturbs 
everyone, especially Ham, with his intractable imagination is de- 
lightfully and refreshingly told in varied verse form. 821.91 


PH “Guerard, A.L. Education of a humanist. Harvard Univ. Press. $5. 
Urbane reflections on education by the emeritus professor of 
general and comparative literature at Stanford University, among 
whose topics are French civilization, literature, history and world 
citizenship. 370.1 


*Haccin, B.H. Music in the nation. Sloane. $5. 

A selection of the noted music critic's sparkling articles and book 
reviews containing sincere and discerning commentary on music, old 
and new, on orchestras and operas, musicians and managers, concerts 
and recordings. Index of books and general index. 780 


fa 83 


“Haydn, Hiram, & Fuller, Edmund, comps. Thesaurus of book digests; 
digests of the world's permanent writings from the ancient classics 
to current literature. Crown. $5. 

Easy-to-use basic reference volume, giving synopses of 2,000 books 
with publication date and author. Index of authors and character 
index. R 803 


Bi tg 


i 
k 


ETE 
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PR “Irvine, William. The universe of G.B.S. (Whittlesey House pub.) 
H McGraw-Hill. $5. 
Quoting freely from George Bernard Shaw's own writings, this witty 
biography explains his origins and versatility and integrates with 
his published works the life experience of"a very great man grown 
very old." Portrait frontispiece. Footnotes, bibliography, index. 
B or 92 


YP *Jones,E.S. The way to power and poise. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.25. 

RH Meeting the modern needs of inner poise and inner and outer power, 
this small, invigorating book may be used as a daily devotional, as 
a basis for weekly class study, or as an ordinary book "to be read 
straight through." 242 


“Karig, Walter, & others. The pig in the parlor. Rinehart. $2.50. 
The numerous animals that were, at different times, part of the 
Karig household are the subject of hilarious comment by the entire 
family, who incidentally contribute sound advice on their care. 
Funny drawings by the authors. 636 


Fa tg 


Ba bg 


"Kenney, GC. General Kenney reports; a personal history of the 
Pacific War. Duell. $4.50. 

Based on his wartime diary, this is a breezy, anecdotal record of 
General Kenney's command of the Allied Air Forces in the Southwest 
Pacific from August 1942 to the Japanese surrender. Map on end pa- 
pers and other maps by the author. Index. 940.5 


PR Logan, Mrs; M.Z. Cousins and commissars; an intimate visit to Tito's 
Yugoslavia. Scribner. $2.75. 
Vivacious account of a recent trip to Yugoslavia where the author 
of Bring along laughter visits with innumerable, warmly hospitable 
relatives and notes many interesting facets of her parents' native 
land, 914.97 


YP “McCormack, Mrs. L.F. I hear you calling me. Bruce. $2.75. 

RH Chatty reminiscences of the popular Irish tenor by his devoted wife, 
who recalls her husband's unfailing efforts to improve his art and 
lively, often humorous incidents in their happy, crowded years. 
Photographs. A McCormack discography by Philip F. Roden. 

B or 92 


PR “MacDonald, Alexander. Bangkok editor. Macmillan. $3. 

H With sympathetic understanding of the people and customs of modern 
Siam, an enterprising American ex-naval officer writes enthusiasti- 
cally of his unique journalistic venture as founder and editor of 
the Bangkok Post. 079.5 
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RP 


YP 
RH 


“Morley, C.D. The ironing board. Doubleday. $3. 

A potpourri of pieces written within the past ten years in which 
erudition is neatly blended with puckish humor. Mostly reprinted 
from magazines. 814.5 


"National Press Club of Washington, Washington, D.C. Dateline: 
Washington; ed. by Cabell Phillips & others. Doubleday. $4. 

This timely collection of articles by expert Washington newspaper- 
men outlines the growth of the National Press Club within the past 
40 years and the parallel development in the reporting of national 
affairs. Photographs. Index. 071.53 


ee Decorating the small apartment. Woman's Press. 
2.95. 

Offers the single man and woman and the newly married couple prac- 
tical, succinct advice on the inexpensive and individual furnishing 
of a one or two-room apartment.Many illustrative photographs and 
drawings. Suggested resources, including books and pamphlets. 


740 


*Peace on earth; by Trygve Lie and others. Hermitage House. $3. 
Eleven pioneer workers for the United Nations contribute signifi- 
cant chapters on the maintenance of peace through economic, social, 
humanitarian, trusteeship and cultural activities, Documentary 
material in appendixes, biographical notes. 341.13 


“Pei, M.A. The story of language. Lippincott. $5. 
The associate professor of romance languages, Columbia University, 
presents a popular, informing volume on the history and various 


aspects of language. List of English and foreign-language words, 
index, 400 


"Scott, MrspA.0.8. Wanda Gag, the story of an artist. Univ. of 
Minnesota Press. $3. 

Characteristically, the gay and talented writer and illustrator of 
children's books always chose "a pencil instead of a penny" and 
this refusal to compromise with commercialism is evidenced in a 
sympathetic account of the many difficulties she surmounted before 
attaining recognition. Photographs and drawings. Index. B or 92 


“Smith,H.KE. The state of Burope. Knopf. $3.75. 

Provocative, country~by—~country survey of social and political con- 
ditions in Europe during the four postwar years by the chief of the 
European News Bureau, Columbia Broadcasting System, who offers de- 
tailed suggestions for changes in present policies. Index. 940.5 
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YP *Snow, E.R. Strange tales from Nova Scotia to Cape Hatteras. Dodd. 
R 


Covering a large part of the Atlantic coast on foot, the author was 
able to draw on many original sources for his collection of exciting, 
authentic tales of shipwrecks, ghosts and murders. Map on end papers, 
photographs. Index. 917.4 


YP “Stuart, Jesse. The thread that runs so true. Scribner. $3. 

R In episodic chapters, the well-known author-farmer describes his 
early years of teaching in a Kentucky mountain school, the problem 
of discipline, his hunger for learning and reluctant withdrawal 
from his chosen profession in order to earn enough to marry. 

B or 92 


Y “Webster, Mrs I.8. How to make money at home. (Whittlesey House 
pub.) McGraw-Hill. $3. 
Are you clever with your hands? Do you like to work with people? 
Are you elderly or a teen-ager? Here are innumerable suggestions 
for home enterprises to suit your temperament, aptitudes and local- 
ity. Appendix, bibliography, index. 371.4 


YP “Webster's geographical dictionary. Merriam. $8,50. 

RH Valuable, one-volume selection of more than 40,000 proper names, 
with geographical and biographical information and indication of 
syllabic division and pronunciation. Over 150 black-and-white maps 
distributed through the text and 24 full-page maps in color. 

910.3 


PH "Wise, S.8. Challenging years; the autobiography of Stephen Wise. 
Putnam. $4. 
Just before his death in April, 1949, the former rabbi of the Free 
Synagogue in New York City completed the first draft of this stirring, 
informal record of the participation in public affairs of a vigorous, 
democratic leader. Portrait frontispiece and other photographs. 
B or 92 


Fiction 


YP *Bassett, S.W. The White Sail. Doubleday. $2.50. 

RH To forget a recent tragedy, charming Lorna Newcomb comes to the 
Cape Cod village of Belleport and there finds employment, friends 
and eventually, the promise of happiness in this light and pleasant 
romance. 


P “Chase, ME. The plum tree. Macmillan. $2. 
With delicate charm and gentle humor, this gem-like story describes 
the events of one day in a Home for Aged Women, particularly the 
problems of kindly, middle-aged Nurse Davis, who handles the senile 
obsessions of the three oldest patients with infinite tact and 
sympathy, making their last day in the Home a happy one. 


-§]- 
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“Coles, Manning, pseud. Diamonds to Amsterdam. (Crime club) 
Doubleday. $2.25. 

In a chase ranging from rural England to Holland, Tommy Hambledon, 
British Intelligence agent, cleverly tracks down the killer of a 
scientist who turned silver into gold. 


“DuMaurier, Daphne. The parasites. Doubleday. $3. 

Linked together by their heritage of talent from gay, romantic, 
parents, the three unconventional Delaneys are rudely shocked into 
reality when actress Maria's aristocratic husband suddenly decides 
they are all parasites and he wants no more to do with them. A 
sophisticated, impressionistic, modern novel, which subtly and 
wittily suggests the artistic world. (Pub. date: Jan. 5) 


“Hare, Cyril. The wind blows death. Little. $2.50. 

More interested in Dickens than in music, a retired solicitor in- 
geniously aids the police in discovering who murdered a beautiful, 
temperamental guest artist during a concert by an English orchestral 
society. (Pub. date: Jan. 16) 


*Tomasi, Mari. Like lesser gods. Bruce. $3. 

A warmly tender portrayal of simple stonecutters in Granitetown, 
Vermont, and of the surprising effect on the community of the coming 
of frail, wise, Italian "Mister Tiff," who understands both the 
fear and love of the dangerous, creative work with granite. 


Wilson, Mrs D.C. Prince of Egypt. Westminster. $3.50. 

At the Egyptian court under the Pharaoh Seti I, with its luxuries 
and intrigues, Moses is introduced as a young prince whose reali- 
zation of his heritage and destiny is dramatically unfolded against 
a background of careful research, rationally interpreted. 


*Wilson, W.E. Abe lincoln of Pigeon Creek. (Whittlesey House pub.) 
McGraw-Hill. $3. 

This vivid biographical novel freshly imagines Lincoln's formative 
years in Indiana from 1816 to 1830, depicting in flavorful Hoosier 
speech his reluctant acceptance of his new stepmother, his love 

of study, unsatisfactory courtship of Anna Roby, many escapades 
and sense of fun, Selected bibliography. 


“Winslow, A.G. It was like this. Knopf. $2.50. 
A Mississippi plantation in the late 1800s is the setting for a 
graceful novelette which deals sensitively and subtly with the 


love of two devoted but unlike brothers for a beautiful adopted 
sister. 
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Juvenile 


Brunhoff, Laurent de. Babar's picnic; tr. from the French by 
Merle Haas; illus. by the author. Random House. $3.50. 

The vivid action pictures in this handsome folio and the lively 
story in large script tell of the exciting adventures that befall 
Babar's children when they go off on a picnic, meet some savages 
and help to capture a wild boar. Under 9 


De Angeli, Mrs M.L. The door in the wall; illus. by the author. 
Doubleday. ~ $2.50. 

As he recovers from @ crippling malady while his noble parents 

are away, ten-year-old Robin is cared for at a monastery where he 
learns skills and courage which he later uses in the service of 
his King. A stirring tale of medieval England, pictured in de- 
lightful colored and black-and-white drawings. Ages 9-12 


Gannett, R.S. The wonderful house-boat—train; illus. by Fritz 
Eichenberg. Random House. $2. 

How "Pop-Pops" Trolley, ex-railroad engineer, and his four grand~ 
children make a home out of a row of old sheds is told in a jolly, 
surprising book about a house-train that turns into a house-boat—- 
train. Expressive drawings. Under 9 


Hayes, Helen, & Kennedy, Mary. Star on her forehead. Dodd. $2.50. 
Showing both the glamor and the drudgery of theatrical training, 
this absorbingly realistic and romantic novel concerns two attrac~- 
tive girls of different backgrounds who achieve success on the 
stage. Older boys & girls 


Meyer, J.S. Picture book of the earth; illus. by Richard Floethe. 
Lothrop. $2. 

How old is the earth? How were oceans formed? What causes an earth- 
quake? These and other natural questions about geology are clearly 
answered in an attractive square book with fascinating colored pic- 
tures. Ages 9-12 


Nano, F.C. The land and people of Sweden. (Portraits of the 
nations ser.) Lippincott. $2.50. 

The "picturesque country" and "interesting people" of Sweden are 
described with verve and accuracy. Map and beautiful photographs. 
Index. Older boys & girls 





Books listed may be borrowed from Traveling Libraries 
-§3- 
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FREE AND INEXPENSIVE MATERIAL - Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, 
Reference Section 


PRESIDENT TRUMAN'S POINT IV PROGRAM 


Fox, A. B. President Truman's fourth point and the United Nations. 
International Conciliation. WNo.452. Carnegie Endowment for Inter- 
national Peace. 405 W. 117th St., N. Y. 27. June 1949. p.457~503. 
10¢ 


Hutcheson, H, H. Problems of the undeveloped countries - I. Foreign 
Policy report. Vol.XXIV, No.9. Foreign Policy Association, Inc. 
22 BE. 38th St., N. Y. 16. Sept. 15, 1948. p.98-108. 25¢ 


Problems of the undeveloped countries - II. Foreign 
Policy report. Vol.XXIV, No.10. Oct. 1, 1948. p.110-120. 25¢ 


Government and capital in point four. Foreign Policy 
report. Vol.XXV, No.6. June 1, 1949. p.66-76. 25¢ 


Private enterprise and the point IV program recommended by the National 
Foreign Trade Council. 111 Broadway, N. Y. 6. May 1949. 29p. free 


Bold new plan: a program for underdeveloped areas. JEconomic policy 
division series. Publication No.11. National Association of 
Manufacturers. 14 W. 49th St., N. Y. 20. 1949. 15p. free 


Point four program. Chamber of Commerce of the United States. Finance 
Dept. Washington, D. ©. 20p. 1949. free 


The "Point Four" program; progress reports. Division of Public Liaison 
Office of Public Affairs, Dept. of State. Washington, D. 6. 1949. 
free 


The "Point Four" program. Foreign affairs outlines. Building the 
peace. No.21. Dept. of State publication 3498. Economic cooperation 
series II, Washington, D. C. 1949. 6p. 


Stirling, Nora. The ins and outs; An American theatre wing community 
Play. New York Committee on Mental Hygiene, State Charities Aid 
Association. 105 EB, 22 St., N. Y. 10. 1949. Script 75¢; Discussion 
guide 25¢ 
A dramatization of some adolescent relationships which are often of 
crucial importance for individual personality development. 
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SELECTED LIST OF RECENT ACCESSIONS ... Prepared by Evelyn BE, Nelson, 
Reference Section and 
Sarah J. Schenck, Order Section. 


ADVERTISING 


Burton, P. W. Advertising copywriting by Philip Ward Burton, Bowman 
Kreer (and) John B. Gray, Jr., foreword by Walter Weir. Prentice 
Hall. 1949. 52lp. (Prentice-Hall advertising series). 

Publicite et arts eraphiques ~- Advertising and graphic art. TImballage 
et Btalage - Packaging and window display. Gendve. Maurice Collet. 
1947. 150p. 


ART 


Antal, Frederick. Florentine painting and its social background... 
London, Kegan Paul. (1947). 388p. and 160pl. 

Drucker Michel. Renoir, par Michel Drucker. (Paris), baitions Pierre 
Tisne. c.1944. 236p. (Collection Prométhée publide sous la direc- 
tion de Rend Huyghe et Germain Bazin). 


Feibleman, J. K. Aesthetics; a study of the fine arts in theory and 


practice. Duell. ¢.1949. 463p. 
Glazier, Richard. A manual of historic ornament; 6th ed. rev. and enl. 
London, N.Y. Batsford. (1948). 184. 
Griffits, T. E. Technique of colour printing by lithography; a concise 
manual of drawn lithography. London. Faber and Faber. (1949. 109p. 
Guptill, A. L, Pencil drawing step-by-step. Reinhold. 1949. 200p. 
Hayter, S. W. New ways of gravure. Pantheon. c.1949. 274p. 
McDonald, Sterling. Color harmony. Wilcox & Follett. c.1949. 123p. 
Munro, Thomas. The arts and their interrelations. Idberal Arts Press. 
1949. 559p. . 
Picasso, Pablo. Ceramiques de Picasso; texte de Suzame et Georges 
Ramid, Gendve. Bditions D'Art Albert Skira, (1948). 


BIOGRAPHY 


Ackland, D. F. Moving heaven and earth; R. C. LeTourneau, inventor, 
designer, manufacturer, preacher. N.Y. Iversen-Ford Associates. 
1949. 208p. 

Alexis, Stephen. Black liberator; the life of Toussaint Louverture; 
tr. from the French by William Stirling. Macmillan. 1949. 227p. 
Blake, William. Blake (1757-1827), with an introduction and notes by 

Geoffrey Keynes. Pitman. 1949. 24p. (The Pitman gallery). 

Bosch, Jérome. Jérome Bosch by Jean Leymarie. Paris. tions Aimery 

Somogy. c.1949. 102p. 
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Clemens, S. L. Mark Twain to Mrs. Fairbanks; ed. by Dixon Wecter. 
San Marino, Cal. Huntington Library. 1949. 286p. 

Day, J. E. Immortal Turpin; the authentic history of England's most 
notorious highwayman; compiled by Arty Ash and written by Julius E, 
Day. N.Y. and London. Staples Press. (1948). 156p. 

Gillmor, Frances. Flute of the Smoking Mirror; a portrait of 
Nezahualcoyotl, poet-king of the Aztecs. Univ. of New Mexico Press. 
1949. 183p. 

Jeffares, A. N. W. B. Yeats, man and poet. Yale Univ. Press. 1949. 
365p. 

Wilson, E. A. Book of Edward A. Wilson; a survey of his work, 1916-1948; 
ed, by Norman Kent. Heritage Press. 1948. 107p. 


COOKING 


Coleman, Arthur. Texas cookbook; by Arthur Coleman and Bobbie Coleman 
Wyn. 1949. 256p. 

Campbell, J. H., Simple cooking for the epicure; by Jean Hamilton Camp~ 
bell and Gloria Kameran. Viking. 1949. 204p. 

Parker, Elinor. Cooking for one. Crowell. c.1949. 122p. 

Scott, N. V. 200 Years of New Orleans cooking. N. Y. Jonathan Cape & 
Harrison Smith. ¢.1931. 238p. 


THE DOMESTIC SCENE 


Frankl, Lee. Home repairs made easy; the complete illustrated guide 
with two thousand and fifty-six easy-to-follow pictures; by Lee 
Frankl and others. Doubleday.c.1949. 438p. 

Thompson, H. M, Clothing for children by Henrietta M. Thompson and 
Imcille E, Rea. Wiley. 1949. 412p. 


MANAGEMENT 


Blank, H. B,, Jr., ed. How to cut production costs; a guide to better 
= and techniques. Funk. c.1949. 384p. (Modern industry 
books ). 

Owens, R, N. Management of industrial enterprises. Irwin. 1949. 
650p. 


RUSSIA 


om 
Mirskii, D. P. History of Russian literature; comprising A history 
of Russian literature and Contemporary Russian literature; ed. and 
abridged by Francis J. Whitfield. Knopf. 1949. 518p. 
Robineats G. T. Rural Russia under the old regime. Macmillan. 1949, 
342p. 
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Nyblon, Gosta, ed. Americans of Swedish descent; how they live and work 
Rock Island, Ill. Nyblom Pub. House. c.1948. 

Nylen, Anna~Maja. Swedish peasant costumes; tr. by William Cameron. 
(Stockholm).Nordiska Museet. (1949). 9p. 

Strode, Hudson. Sweden; model for a world. Harcourt. c.1949. 371p. 


THE UNITED STATES 


Beebe, L. M. U. S. West; the sage of Wells Fargo by Imcius (Morris) 
Beebe and Charles M. Clege. Dutton. 1949. 320p. 

Evans, E. F. Our South; its resources and their use; by E. F. Bvans 
and Roy L. Donahue. Austin, Tex. Steck Co. c.1949. 4O6p. 

Wolle, M. S. Stampede to timberline; the ghost towns and mining camps 
of Colorado. Boulder, Col. Author. c.1949. 544. 


VERMONT 


Newton, E. W. The Vermont story; a history of the people of the Green 
Mountain State, 1749-1949. Vermont Historical Society. 1949. 28lp. 
(The American States). 

Williamson, Chilton. Vermont in quandry, 1763-1825. Vermont Historical 


Society. 1949. 318p. (Growth of Vermont, v.4). 


A MISCELLANY 


Armstrong, George, ed. London's struggle for socialism, 1848-1949. 
London. Thames Publications. 1948. 56p. 

Atkin, William. Of yachts and men. Sheridan House. 1949. -320p. 

Caroe, A. D, R. Old churches and modern craftsmanship. Oxford. 1949. 
223p. 

Chen, Jack. Chinese theatre. London. Dennis Dobson, Ltd. (1949). 63p. 

Coppersmith, Fred. Patent applied for; a century of fantastic inven- 
tions; by Fred Coppersmith and J. J. Lynx. Co-ordination (Press & 
Publicity). (1949). 100p. 

Friedlander, Gerhart. Introduction to radiochemistry by Gerhart 
Friedlander and Joseph W. Kennedy. Wiley. 1949. 412p. 

Gervasi, Prank. Big government; the meaning and purpose of the Hoover 
Commission Report. Whittlesey House. c.1949. %366p. 

Goodman, Philip. Purim anthology. Phila. Jewish Publication Society 
of America, 1949. 525p. 

Hughes, G. B. Collecting antiques. london. Country life. N. Y. 
Scribner. (1949). 35lp. 

Hutton, J. BE. Trout and salmon fishing. Little, Brown. 1949. 272p. 
(Atlantic Monthly Press book). 

Mikesell, BR. F. Arabian oil; America's stake in the Middle East by 
Raymond F. Mikesell and Hollis B. Chenery. Univ. of North Carolina 
Press. c.1949. 20lp. 


-87~ 
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Mises, Imdwig von. Human action, a treatise on economics. Yale Univ. 
Press. 1949. 889p. 

West, T. F. Synthetic perfumes; their chemistry and preparation by 
Trustham Frederick West and others. London. Edward Arnold & Co. 
(1949). 380p. 

Whitlock, H. P, Story of jade by Herbert Percy Whitlock and Martin L. 
Ehrmann, Sheridan House. c.1949. 222p. 


NEW PERIODICALS 


Educational theatre journal. Ann Arbor, Michigan. v.1, no.1l, 
October 1949- Quarterly. 
Foreign scene. New York. v.1, no.1, May 1949- Irregular. 
Maine Audubon Society. Bulletin. Portland, Maine. v.1, no.1, 1945~ 
Quarterly. 
Quarterly reviews. London, England. v.3, no.l1, March 1949- Quarterly. 
Studies in physical anthropology. American Association of Physical 
Anthropologists. no.1, 1949- Occasionally. 
Gabriel W. Iasker, Sec.—Treas., Wayne University, Detroit, Mich. 
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SELECTED LIST OF OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK - 
Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and 
Exchange Section and W. P. Leonard, 
Legislative Reference Section. 


AGING, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF THE. (Report of the 
+eel949) Cover title: Never too old. 


AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Cornell university, Ithaca. DD? sprays 
and dusts for control of cauliflower and cabbage caterpillers 
on Long Island. 3lp. (Bulletin 852, December 1949) 


__. labor used and cost of harvesting hay in New York by Ellis W. 
Lamborn. 35p. (Bulletin 855, December 1949) 


_.. Plantations of northern hardwoods, some factors influencing their 
success. 3lp. (Bulletin 853, November 1949) 


AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS, DEPT. OF. Statistics relative to the dairy 
industry in New York state, 1945-1947. 322p. (Bulletin 369, 
July 1948) 


BANKING DEPT. Annual report, 98th for the year ending December 31, 1948, 
Parts II, III (Legis Doc 1949 nos. 22, 24) 


COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Division of state publicity. Travel bureau. 
Ski New York. 64p. (1949 


CONSERVATION DEPT. Annual report, 37th for the year 1947. 289p. 
(Legis Doc 1948 no. 62) 


CORRECTION, COMMISSION OF. Annual report, 22nd...for the year 1948, 
1948. 287p. 


EDUCATION DEPT. Room to learn; a guide for community participation in 
Planning for school building needs. 1949. 27p. 


__. School building survey and long range plan of school plant 
development. 79p. 1949. 


HEALTH, DEPT. OF. Bureau of epidemiology and communicable disease 
control. Is someone sick in your home? 20p. (1949) 
Bureau of maternal and child health. Guide for local rheumatic 
fever programs. 32p. (1949) 
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EDUCATION DEPT. Division of repeats Development of library services 
in New York state. 96p. (University of the state of New York 
bulletin no. 1376, September 15, 1949) 


___. Bureau of statistical services. School census—enrolment-attendance 
statistics for 1948-1949, with summaries for 1944~1945 through 
1947=1948. August 1949. 2ip. 


HOUSING DIV. OF. Learning by experience, the island nursery school. 
17p. 1949. 


INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR CONDITIONS , JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTES ON. 
Report of the...for the year 1948. 122p. (Legis Doc 1949 no. 67) 


INSURANCE DEPT. Annual report, 89th for 1947. Vol. 3 (Legis Doc 
1948 no. 77) 


INTERSTATE COOPERATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Analysis of 
New York state water pollution control law, Article 6, Public 
Health law...prepared by the Special committee on pollution 
abatement, May 1, 1949. 4p. 


_.. Resume, Conference of the Special Committee on Forestry.e. 
September 22=23, 1949. 42p. 


___. Resume, Conference of the Special Committee on Pollution Abatement 
eseSeptember 26-27, 1949. 35p. 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Annual report of the Industrial Commissioner, 1948, 
299p. (Legis Doc 1949 no. 75) 


__. Division of industrial ene and safety standards. Cyanide 
poisoning. 5p. (1948) (Reprinted from the Industrial Bulletin, 


March 1932) 


_ Diagnosis of occupational diseases. 29p. 1948. (3 reprints 
from the Industrial Bulletin) 


oa Studies in carhon monoxide poisoning. (1948) 64p. (6 reprints 
from special bulletins and the Industrial Bulletin) 
ae Studies in dermatitis. 34p. (1948) (3 reprints from the 
Industrial Bulletin) 

Studies in diseases of grain handlers. 20p. (1948) (2 
reprints from the Industrial Bulletin) 
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LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of industrial ene and safety standar 
Studies in the fur industry. 28p. (1948) (3 reprints from the 


Industrial Bulletin) 


___. ___. Studies in industrial solvents. 100p. (1948) (10 reprints 
from the Industrial Bulletin) 


ail Studies in industrial ventilation. 40p. (1948) (7 reprints 
from the Industrial Bulletin) 


_. ___ Studies in lead poisoning. 68. (1948) (6 reprints from 
medical periodicals) 


Studies in medical service in industry. 56p. (1948) (4 re- 
prints from the Industrial Bulletin) 


ot Studies in rock drilling. 24p. (1948) (3 reprints from the 
Industrial Bulletin) 


___. ___ Studies in silicosis. 79p. (1948) (5 reprints from the 
Industrial Bulletin) 


— Welding, flame cutting and metallizing. 12p. (1948) 
(Reprinted from Industrial Bulletin, April 1944 


Division of res h and statist Discharge for cause. 88p. 
(Special bulletin no. 221, July 1948 


__. ___ Studies in disability insurance. 157p. (Special bulletin 
no. 224, 1949) 


MENTAL HYGIENE, DEPT. OF. New York state's child guidance clinics. 
1949. 


NEW YORK STATE APPRENTICESHIP COUNCIL. Apprenticeship in New York state. 
38p. 1949. 


SOCIAL WELFARE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 82nd, January 1, 1948 - 
December 31, 1948. 136p. (Cover-title: Public Social Services 
in 1948) (Legis Doc 1949 no. 76) 

STATE, DEPT. OF. Manual for the use of the Legislature...1949. 1490p. 
STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell universit It The climate 
of New York state by R. A. Mordoff. 72p. (Cornell extension 

bulletin 764, December 1949) 
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STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca, Dairy-stable 
ventilation (by) F. L. Fairbanks and A, M. Goodman. 46p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 151, September 1949) 


___. The fruit and vegetable processing industry in New York state (by) 
Bennett A, Dominick, Jr. 25p. (A. EB. 714, November 1949) 


_.. Growing garden flowers from seed by R. C. Allen. 19p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 579, reprinted October 1949) 


___. Growing pumpkins and squashes (by) EB. V. Hardenburg, Charles Chupp, 
and R, W. Leiby. 8p. (Cornell extension bulletin 776, 
September 19495 


___. Rearing chickens (by) L. M. Hurd. 63p. (Cornell extension bulletin 
153, reprinted November 1949) 


Varieties of fruit for New York. 24p. (Cornell extension bulletin 
733, reprinted November 1949) 


___. Department of agricultural economics, Average enterprise costs 
and returns from farm cost accounts, 47 farms = 1948. 33p. 
(A. B. 710, November 1949) 


_.. ___.. Cost and use made of cold storages by apple growers in Ulster, 
Orange, and Niagara counties by G. F. Scoville. 13p. (A. BE. 717, 
November 29, 1949) 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, Ithaca, Family 
—e 16p. (Cornell extension bulletin 774, November 
1949 


__. Food makes a difference (by) Lola T. Dudgeon. 30p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 775, November 1949) 


WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BOARD. Now and 35 years ago, 1914-1949. 9p. 





New York State Library Yol.9 No.4 Jan. 1950 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION: ACTIVITIES IN LIBRARIES - edited by I. Marie 
Gustafson and Marion H. Vedder, Library Extension. 


Albany's public library system has been observing its 25th anniversary. 
The week of December 5 was officially proclaimed Library Week in 
Albany by Mayor Corning. On Wednesday evening of Library Week open 
house was held at Harmanus Bleecker Library. The library's Board of 
Trustees, of which Supreme Court Justice Francis Bergan is president, 
Mayor Corning and the library staff received visitors. The building 
has recently been redecorated and equipped with modern fluorescent 
lighting. Special guests at the open house evening were city offic- 
ials and members of the Albany Friends of the Library. 

The library building at Washington Avenue and Dove Street was named 
in honor of Harmanus Bleecker, who bequeathed a large sum of money to 
be used for a civic project. It was decided near the end of the last 
century to use the legacy to build Harmanus Bleecker Hall, which was 
to contain a library organized by the Young Men's Association for 
Mutual Improvement. The building also was assisted by a legacy of 
$10,000 left by Erastus Corning, Sr. in 1872. 


Brooklyn. The New York State Freedom Train was officially welcomed to 
Brooklyn at ceremonies conducted in Borough Hall on November 28. 
Francis St. John, librarian of the Brooklyn Public Library, presided 
and Borough President John Cashmore was the main speaker. Henry J. 
Davenport, president of the library trustees, was awarded the Good 
Citizenship Gold Medal of the National Society of Sons of the American 
Revolution, which was presented by John W. Fingar, president general of 
the Society. The Freedom Train's three-week stop in Brooklyn was made 
possible through the efforts of Mr. Davenport, Mr. St. John, and 
Mr. Robinton, administrative assistant at the New York State Library. 
These men initiated the Brooklyn Heritage Fund Committee which 
successfully raised the necessary money and helped with arrangements. 
Mr. Robinton also conducted a training course for college students 
to enable them to act as guides on the Freedom Train. 


Cattaraugus County. We are all interested in reading "Profile of a 
Librarian" written by Dorothy Littlewort, which appeared in the 
Christmas issue of the Newsletter of the Western New York Branch of 
the National League of American Pen Women. It honors Mrs. Rogers, 
Randolph librarian, and says in part: “Our member from Randolph, 
Mrs. Harriet F. Rogers, has distinguished herself by her years of 
valuable service in the Public Library there, so that when the new 
Foy Building was built, the Dr. Walter Pingrey Rogers Room was dedi- 
cated to her son. In fact, it was Mr. Foy's interest in her work 
which decided Mr. Foy to make the gift of an endowment and the new 
building, which was formally opened in October 1949." 
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Chenango County. During November an unusual exhibit was held in Sher- 
burne Public Library - the first annual genealogy and local history 
exhibition. This event drew interested observers from three counties. 
School classes visiting the library were given short lectures on 
the importance of keeping family records and the correct means of 
doing so. Members of the newly organized genealogy group acted as 
guides, Some of the records, maps and illustrations of old buildings 
were priceless. 


Dutchess County. Dutchess County Library Association held its fall dinner 
meeting in Poughkeepsie to hear Mr. Hardy Steeholm speak on the topic: 
"In Denmark - Adult Education with Museums and Books." Mr. Steeholn, 
who lives in Salt Point, wrote "James I of England," was assigned 
to Intelligence Service in Denmark during World War II and has spent 
much time in that country since the War. 


Greene County. Mrs. Era Zistel Posselt, Haines Falls Free Library, is 
in need of books in foreign language and asks for gifts from librar- 
ies or persons having such books and willing to part with then. 


Jefferson County. Chaumont Free Library held a covered dish supper in 
connection with its annual meeting. Approximately 20 people enjoyed 
the supper served, The business meeting was followed by a talk by 
R. E, Williams, Regional Librarian. Mr. Williams used the film 
"Library on Wheels" to demonstrate one type of rural library service. 


Lewis County. lyons Falls Free Library recently gave their annual tea. 
Mrs. Drew, the librarian, reports that the circulatign for November 
1949 was the largest it has been for many years. 


Livingston County. In the interest of possible legislation to rehabili- 
tate New York State's public library system, members of the Dansville 
Public Library Board, staff members and other interested persons 
attended a meeting at the home of Mrs. Henry R. Selden of Avon. Mrs. 
Selden is chairman of the Livingston County Emergency Legislative 
Committee of the recently organized Library Trustees Foundation of 
New York State. 


Madison County. Mrs. Mary A. Noyes is the present librarian at the 
Cazenovia Public Library. She succeeds Miss Ross who resigned to 
take the position of Alumni Secretary at Cortland State Teachers 
College. - Miss Myrtie Sawdey, librarian at Earlville for the past 
27 years, has retired and will be succeeded by Mrs. D. EB. Lamb. 
Miss Sawdey had served as a volunteer since the library was three 
years old. 


Monroe County. Recently formed, the Monroe County Library Association, 
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including library trustees, librarians, and friends of the library, 
have met several times and have had as speakers Miss Marion Moshier 
in September, and Dr. Neil C. Van Deusen in November. This latter 
meeting was at a luncheon at the Chamber of Commerce in Rochester 

and was held jointly with the League of Women Voters. Officers of 
the newly-formed organization are as follows: Mrs. Bugene Browne 

of Scottsville, president; Mrs. Ralph Evans of Irondequoit, secretary; 
Mrs, James Sebaste of Rush, publicity and membership; and Miss Ada 
Cosgrove of Spencerport, constitution and by-laws. 

On November 19, a tour of 6 of the 14 libraries in the county was 
held. A total of 42 librarians, trustees and friends spent the entire 
afternoon visiting with each other and comparing the different set-ups 
in the various libraries visited. Tabulated statistics were dis- 
tributed by the citizens committee appointed last year by the Board 
of Supervisors to evaluate library service in the county. The com 
mittee previously reported its findings to the Board of Supervisors 
with the recommendation that a county organization of the libraries 
be created. No action has as yet been made by the Supervisors. 

Since the task of keeping abreast of the new books in all fields 
becomes an impossible one for the librarian who works alone in a 
small village library, and since the realm of book selection for 
children is so vitally important, the librarians of Monroe County 


have been overjoyed to have Miss Julia Sauer of the Rochester Public 
Library offer to discuss the new children's books for them. Her first 
discussion was held in October and others are planned. 


Nassau County. Malverne Public Library has just had printed a number of 
bookmarks for the use of borrewers, and they are now in circulation. 
Thereby hangs 4 story. 

The amusing little bookworm at the top of the bookmark was drawn 
by ten-year-old Joan McIntosh, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McIntosh 
of 50 Scarcliffe Drive. Some time ago, when Mrs. John K. Archer, sec~ 
retary of the library Board of Trustees, visited Mrs. McIntosh to 
solicit her aid in designing a bookmark, young Joan overheard the 
conversation and immediately set to work to design her own. After 
Mrs. Archer left, Joan showed the drawing to her mother, who sub- 
mitted it to Mrs, Archer for approval. Mrs. Archer no sooner saw 
the design than she accepted it. 

On December 16, the Board of Trustees of the General Theodore 
Roosevelt, Jr. Memorial Fund returned the reconstructed Oyster Bay 
Free Public library to the library trustees at a ceremony at the 
library building. During the past summer, a new children's wing to 
the library has been constructed as a memorial to the late Theodore 
Roosevelt, jr. $70,000 for this addition was donated by the members 
of the American Legion from all sections of the country. The late 
Nelson Doubleday gave as his part of the Memorial Fmd $2,000 a year 
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for ten years for the purchase of books. 


New York. Experts in the fields of child psychology, pediatrics, and 
family relations are participating in the New York Public Library's 
new parent-guidance lecture series which was inaugurated at the 
Washington Heights Branch on Wednesday evening, November 9, according 
to Miss Esther Jehnston, Chief of the Circulation Department. The 
library is offering this series in response to the demand made by 
readers for more authoritative information on the important subject 
of child training. It is made possible by the generous provisions 
of the will of the late J. Hood Wright, a trustee of the Washington 
Heights Free Library, now the Washington Heights Braneh of the 
New York Public Library. 

A new educational experiment, “Reading in the Family," by the 
New York Public Library, was introduced in the High Bridge Branch, 
the Bronx, the first of six branches in that berough, Manhattan and 
Staten Island to carry the course, The pregram was started in recag- 
nition of the growing number of young parents with smell children 
who have shown a desire to explore beeks for what they can contribute 
to the commen family interest. In each branch the discussions of 
books will be preceded by introdustery lestures given by Mrs. Frances 
Clarke Sayers, superintendent of work with children, Miss Mabel 
Williams, superintendent of work with young people, and Mrs, Mildred 
Matthews, readers! adviser. 


Oneida County, Ella Kaiser Carruth, trustee of Kirtland Town Library of 

C has an article in the December 1949 issue of Wilson Library 

etin, In the article, entitled "Setting a Commnity to Reading," 

Mrs, Carruth describes the establishment of library service in Clark 
Mills, an wmincorporated village in the town of Kirtland, 


Putnam County. When a plaque containing the names of those who have do- 
nated ever $100 to the Charles and Annie Irish library in Patterson 
was recently placed in an appropriate spot, that was an event worthy 
of mention. But much more newsworthy is the story behind the library, 
the time, effort and money spent by all of the community in making the 
library a success in three short years. 

Until three years ago, Patte had only a small collection of 
books in the Presbyterian parish house, Dr, Julian Swann, librarian, 
determined to use his effarts te increase the velume of the library 
and, more important, to find a permanent home of its awn, Charles S, 
Irish offered his home as a library free and clear if the peeple 
would, by their own efforts, raise the money for repairs and upkeep, 
Heat, light, electricity, water and sewage dispesal had to be pro- 
vided and a large part of the building had to be converted into 
rentable apartments, The first thing done te expedite the work was 
the formation ef a library committee composed of members of each of 
the community's organizations, The committees set up the Patterson 


Doe 
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Library Association which was incorporated under the Board of Regents. 
One of the library's more noted benefactors is Angelo Patri, who 
recently presented the World Book Encyclopedia to the Association. 
Each Friday a children's hour is very successful. Between three 
and four hundred books a month are circulated - a high mark for a 
community the size of Patterson. 

Putnam Valley Free Library is serving country homes and invalids 
with bookmobile service every Saturday. Charles Johnson, a retired 
architect, is the driver and librarian. In a township where the 
population is very much scattered, the bookmobile is proving very 
popular, distributing as many as a thousand books a month. 


St. Lawrence County. Two librarians of the region recently turned to 
public speaking. Mrs. Frederick Buck, librarian at Potsdam Free 
Library, gave a talk before the faculty of the Potsdam High School 
explaining the Regional Library Service Center program; and Mrs. 
Bertha Petrie, librarian at the Richville Free Idbrary, discussed 
the Regional Library Service Center's services at a meeting of the 
Richville Grange. 

Part of the property left to the Dexter Free Library by the 
Spicer heirs has been sold. The association has reserved two lots 
to be used as a site for a library building which it hopes to build 
eventually. 

Miss Alice B. Wilcox of Gouverneur has died after many years of 
teaching service to that community. 


Schenectady County. A committee to study the possibilities of providing 
library service outside the city and Scotia has been appointed by 
the board of trustees of the Schenectady County Public Library. 
Several localities have been asking for library facilities. While 
branches could not be established now, the committee is considering 
establishment of library stations for which books would be supplied 
by the library and services performed by volunteers. 


Schoharie County. Miss Dora Cohn of Cobleskill has celebrated her 90th 
birthday and been honored at a luncheon for her outstanding activi- 
ties on behalf of the community. A bronze plaque as a tribute to 
her has been hung in the Cobleskill library of which she has been 
a director for many years. 


Westchester County. White Plains Public Library celebrated its 50th 
anniversary during Book Week, November 14-19, The library actually 
opened on December 6, 1899, but it was felt that Book Week was a 
fitting time to celebrate the event. The library started in a 
frame house with about 800 books, less than the daily circulation 
i2,309- Miss Clara F. Hopper, the first librarian, served until 


, and the second, Mrs, Isabel D. Clark, is the present head 
of the library. 





New York State Library THE BOOKMARK Vol.9 No.4 Jan. 1950 


The celebration was preceded by fine newspaper publicity in the 
local paper, the Reporter~Dispatch, including a full page of pictures 
on library activities which was syndicated throughout the county. 

An article on the history of the library, written by Mrs. Edith 
Wilde, a trustee, appeared in the monthly magazine of the Woman's 
Club. Events of the week of celebration included a radio broadcast 
on the library of the next 50 years by Mr. James S. Thompson, a 
trustee, and Miss Dorothy S. Truesdale, Chief of the Reference 
Department, an open house for city officials and members of the 
Common Council and a second open house for civic organizations and 
the general public, and a children's book week speaker, Miss Maria 
Cimino, of the New York Public Library. Altman's store arranged a 
window display, and some local business firms printed congratulatory 
advertisements in the newspaper. 

Mount Vernon Public Library recently displayed deeds, mortgages 
and records of tax sales going back to the beginning of the community's 
history. They were loaned by the City Title Insurance Company. 

New Rochelle Public Library has inaugurated a series of special 
afternoon film showings for business men and women. 

A committee has been appointed to investigate the need and desire 
of the residents of the town of Pelham for a town library. At present 
the only library in the community is operated in the village of 
North Pelham in the school. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION: ACTIVITIES OF THE STATE LIBRARY - edited by 
S. Gilbert Prentiss, Traveling Libraries 


State Grants to Libraries: The Division of Library Extension has been 
withholding the sending of forms for the 1949-50 State grants to 
public libraries pending approval of a new procedure by the Board 
of Regents. Approval by the Regents was secured at the December 
meeting and the new forms will be sent to all registered libraries 
during the month of December. Please file immediately for a 1949-50 
grant if you have not already done so. 

The old procedure required 11 forms. The new procedure required 
only three forms, and libraries need fill out only one form. This 
form is a combination of statement of expenditures (1948-49 grant) 
and application for public library money (1949-50 grant). Advance 
receipts are discontinued as are approval lists of books purchased 
with State and local matching funds. Instead of evaluating book 
purchases through approval lists, we hope to substitute more frequent 
visits to libraries in order to evaluate the total book collection. 

We hope you will like this effort to reduce red tape. Please let 
us know your reactions and any suggestions for improvements. 


Full Report on Library Survey Published: University of the State of 
New York Bulletin no. 1376, dated September 15, 1949, and entitled 
"Development of Library Service in New York State," has been made 
available to the Gift and Exchange Section of the New York State 
Library for distribution, Approximately 1,200 copies are being sent 
to the Regents of the University of the State of New York, to 
Governor Dewey's Library Aid Committee, to the Cabinet of the State 
Education Department, to all registered libraries of the State, to 
libraries on our exchange mailing list, to Library Ixtension Divis- 
ions in other states, to Library Schools and to the Chairmen of the 
County Liaison Committees of the Library Trustees Foundation of 
New York State. Requests for this publication should be addressed 
to Dr. Warren W. Coxe, Director of the Research Division of the State 
Education Department. 

This is the full report of the survey conducted by the Division 
of Research at the request of the New York Library Association, in 
accordance with its resolution of September 16, 1944, and it contains 
the full data on which the shorter 1947 report, "Proposals for Im- 
proving Public Library Service in the State of New York," outlining 
plans for the regional library service centers, was based. This 
should not be confused with the report of the 1949 Governor's Aid 
Committee, which is not yet available, 


Film Library Proves Need: In July 1949 the Regional Library Service 
Center at Watertown announced a new film lending service with the 
publication of a list of 90 adult educational and discussion-type 
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films available to the libraries in the region on a free loan basis. 
One 16mm sound projector can also be borrowed from the Center. De- 
liveries and pick-ups are made by means of the regular visits of the 
Regional Idibrary Service Center truck, whenever possible. 

As an indication of the potentialities of this newer tool of 
learning, and to show how it was received by libraries in the North 
Country, we quote from the December issue of "North Country Library 
News ," the official publication of the Regional library Service Cen- 
ter: 

"2730 people saw films distributed by the Regional Library Ser- 
vice Center through their local library during the month of November. 
In all, 14 libraries have borrowed 92 films on various subjects in- 
cluding travel, science, art and family life. ILIibrarians throughout 
the region are urged to supply their community with this effective 
medium for education and information. Watch for your list of new 
films. 


Library Extension Division Lends Films Too: You have probably heard about 
this before, but we want to remind you again that the Library Ixten- 
sion Division has prints of the best 16 mm sound films on library 
organization. This small collection is maintained for free lending 
to libraries and groups throughout the State, to use in connection 
with organizational or promotional meetings where a film might be 
the most effective means of explaining various types of library 
organization and services. If you are interested, write to the 
Library Extension Division for a list. 


League of Women Voters Hear Dr. Van Deusen: Neil C. Van Deusen, Acting 
Director of the Library Extension Division, addressed the Rochester 
League of Women Voters recently on problems of library organization. 
Pointing out theneed for making reasonably adequate library service 
accessible to all people in the State, Dr. Van Deusen explained the 
part that larger wits of service would play in making this possible 
at lower per capita cost, and urged League members to study their 
local situation, including State plans and proposals originating 
with local citizen groups. 

This year the League of Women Voters has listed better library 
service as a continuing responsibility, and a number of local library 
studies are being conducted by Leagues throughout the State. 


State Advisory Services Backfire: Disturbing the accumulated dust of 
decades, a State Library staff member recently found, tucked away, 
behind some old and musty tomes, an even dustier pamphlet with the 
provocative title: How to weed a library. A 1949 revision of this 
useful pamphlet, called Care of the book collection, may be obtained 
from the Library Extension Division. 
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ALL-DAY MEETING ON INSTITUTION LIBRARIES - 
Reported by Marion H. Vedder. 


Advisory book and reference services to State institution libraries 
were discussed at the morning session of an all-day meeting in the 
Education Building on December 2, sponsored by the Division of Library 
Extension, with the Departments of Correction and Mental Hygiene co~ 
operating. Dr. Van Deusen presided in the morning and Dr. Gosnell in 
the afternoon. 


Representatives from the State Library most concerned with insti- 
tution libraries spoke briefly on their services. The educational pro- 
gram and needs of the Correction Department were outlined by Price 
Chenault, director of the Division of Education, Benjamin Weinberg and 
James Dawson, education supervisors at Auburn and Sing Sing prisons, and 
Donald Scarborough, superintendent at the New York Vocational Institution 
in West Coxsackie. Dr. H, B. lang, assistant commissioner, Virginia 
Scullin, director of occupational therapy, and Lillian Salsman, director 
of nursing services, described the organization and some of the problems 
of the Mental Hygiene Department. 


Thorough knowledge of the resources of the State Library and full 
use of all services were urged by Dr. Gosnell. Patients and inmates of 
institutions differ very little from people on the outside in their 
reading tastes and they have a great deal more time to read. This was 
emphasized again and again by those representing institutions. Miss 
Boochever of the Book Information Section supported this view. Sugges- 
tions for books for prisons, reformatories and mental hospitals are made 
in The Bookmark each month, based on essentially the same criteria used 
in evaluating books for all libraries of the State. A motto of the 
American Library Association is always kept in mind: "The best reading 
for the largest number at the least cost." 


Dr. Van Deusen summarized the morning meeting and concluded that 
in view of the many practical suggestions for more effective library 
service through greater cooperative effort, a steering committee made 
up of representatives from the various departments concerned would be 
a practical first step. 


Librarians and those interested in social agencies met in the after- 
noon to hear Austin H. MacCormick, executive director of the Osborne 
Association, speak on "Books behind Bars." In his introduction, Price 
Chenault paid great tribute to Dr. MacCormick, who is a former Commis- 
sioner of Correction for New York City, author of numerous articles and 
books including Education of Adult Prisoners. 


Dr. MacCormick most convincingly stated that books are of vital 
importance in the lives of those confined to institutions. Books alone, 
however, are not enough. They must be selected to suit the tastes and 


-101- 
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needs of the commnity, and organized into an accepted library system. 
He urged the provision not only of libraries, but of attractive reading 
rooms, open long enough to give every inmate an opportunity to use then. 
Preferably, a fully-qualified librarian should be in charge, but if one 
is not available, then the best person possible should be selected and 
given a short summer course in library procedure. 


Prisoners feel like reading much more than they ever dreamed of on 
the outside. Reading has a definite therapeutic value. Other values 
depend upon the individuals and what the materials are like. Great 
educational and social values are possible. 


Federal prisons have succeeded in organizing a library in each major 
institution. Only one state, Minnesota, has a state institution library 
system. The condition of prison libraries throughout the country is 
exceedingly bad, but difficulties and inadequacies do not necessarily 
need to defeat anyone who really wants a library in an institution. 


Dr. MacCormick believes that crime stories of the American gangster 
type, books which are morbid, introspective, heavily charged with sex, 
even though great literature, are better kept out of prisons. They are 
not fair to people living in abnormal situations. Books about psychology, 
sex, race problems, are best administered with guidance and capable 


counseling. Since there is never enough money to buy all the books 
wanted, why buy those that are questionable? 














